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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 .(currently amended): A bandwidth control method comprising the steps of: 
holding a packet, 

counting a packet length of the packet, and 

r e ading tho hold packot - at a lin e bandwidth and controlling a read start timing of a 
next the held packets- bas e d on according to a line bandwidth, a setting bandwidth that is a 
restricted bandwidth, and t he packet lengt h, in ord e r that - a diffoTO^o -b otwoon tho lino bandwidth 
a nd a aotting^andwidth assumes a pack e t int e rval . 

2. (original): The bandwidth control method as claimed in claim 1, further comprising 
the steps of notifying a stop of a packet transmission to a packet transmitting side when a number 
of packets residing in a buffer exceeds a first threshold value, and performing a flow control to 
notify a restart of the packet transmission to the packet transmitting side when the number of 
packets residing in the buffer assumes equal to or less than a second threshold value. 

3. (original): The bandwidth control method as claimed in claim 2 wherein the flow 
control is performed only to a subscriber side. 

4. (original): The bandwidth control method as claimed in claim I wherein the method is 
performed between an MAC layer process and a physical layer process. 

5. (currently amended): A bandwidth control apparatus comprising: 

a buffer fes holding a packet, 

a counter fef counting a packet length of the packet, and 
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a read controller for reading the paokot at a lin e bandwidth from the buffer and 
controlling a read start timing of a n e xt the held packe t, bas e d on according to a line bandwidth. 
a setting b andwidth that is a restricted bandwidth, and the packet lengt h, in o rder that a 
difforoaeo botwoon the lino - bandwidth and a setting bandwidth assumoa a paokot interval . 

6. (original): The bandwidth control apparatus as claimed in claim 5, further comprising 
a buffer monitor for notifying a stop of a packet transmission to a packet transmitting side when 
a number of packets residing in the buffer exceeds a first threshold value, and performing a flow 
control to notify a restart of the packet transmission to the packet transmitting side when the 
number of packets residing in the buffer becomes equal to or less than a second threshold value* 

7. (original): The bandwidth control apparatus as claimed in claim 6 wherein the buffer 
monitor performs the flow control only to a subscriber side. 

8. (previously presented): A bandwidth control system arranging the bandwidth control 
apparatus mentioned in claim 5 between an MAC layer controller and a physical layer controller. 

9. (original): The bandwidth control system as claimed in claim 8 wherein an interface 
with each layer controller comprises a standard interface, 

10. (original): The bandwidth control apparatus as claimed in claim 5 wherein the packet 
has a variable length. 
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